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NAVAL LODGE 87
2017 COMMITTEES

AUDIT LODGE 
ALBERT LAWSON, PM (CHAIRMAN), MICHAEL WOODRUFF PM,                           

ROLLIE CAABAY

SMTA
President-DENNIS TIMMONS, Vice President- MERVYN NICHOLAS,

Secretary-JOHN SNELL PM, CFO-KEITH WATTLES PM

AUDIT SMTA 
V. THOMAS LANGFORD PM (CHAIRMAN), MIKE NESMITH, ALBERT LUNA

MEMBERSHIP RETENTION 
ARMAND BALLESIL (CHAIRMAN), ROLANDO CAABAY, MANUEL SARMIENTO

CANDIDATE COACHING
ROLLIE CAABAY

CHARITY
ARMAND BALLESIL (CHAIRMAN), ROLANDO CAABAY, MANUEL SARMIENTO

ENTERTAINMENT
                                        PREME MONTA   (CHAIRMAN),

ENRICO CARAMANZANA, GUY BENJAMIN

FINANCE
WILLIAM HEMS III (CHAIRMAN), FABIAN GIATTI , MANUEL SARMEINTO

FUNERAL
GUADALUPE THOMAS, BARRY HUGHES PM, V. THOMAS LANGFORD PM, JOHN WASSON PM,

KEITH WATTLES PM, MANUEL SARMIENTO, SALVATORE PETERSEN

LIBRARY
COLIN AMATO

MASONIC FORMATION
KEITH WATTLES PM

MASONIC HOMES ENDOWMENT
WILLIAM HEMS III (CHAIRMAN), JOSE FERRER, FABIAN GIATTI

PHONE TREE
BARRY HUGHES PM, ARMAND BALLESIL
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2017 COMMITTEES

(Continued)

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
                            GERALD BETTMAN PM (CHAIRMAN), CHARLES BAILHACHE,

                      RICK LAUZIERE, PM

SCHOLARSHIP
GERALD BETTMAN PM (CHAIRMAN), RICK LAUZIERE PM

SMEF (ELECTED)
                                 ALBERT LAWSON (PRESIDENT), GLENN MUNKERS, JIM JAEGER,

                           ROLLIE CAABAY, JOSE FERRER

TRESTLE BOARD
 ARMAND BALLESIL(Publisher) & COLIN AMATO(Editor)

TRUSTEES (ELECTED)
GLENN MUNKRES, PM (CHAIRMAN), GUY BENJAMIN, DOUG CAMPBELL

WEBMASTER
JOAQUIN LOAYZA

YOUTH ORDERS
                                       JIM JAEGER (CHAIRMAN), WILLIAMS HEMS III,

           GERALD BETTMAN, SETH THOMAS

SUNSHINE
                                    ROLLIE CAABAY (CHAIRMAN), ALBERT LAWSON PM,

        HENRY BUDDING PM, PREME MONTA, 

LODGE HISTORIAN
COLIN AMATO

MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION AMBASSADORS
BILL HEMS (CHAIRMAN)

MIKE NESMITH
NATHAN WALKER

MARIO CRUZ

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
MIKE NESMITH (CHAIRMAN)

TROJAN RUIZ
MARIO CRUZ



From the Master in the East                                     
      Worshipful Armand Ballesil                                              

FROM THE EAST

Brethren,
     
                 First of all, I would like to greet you and your family a Pleasant Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. I have
reached the fnal stage of my travel to the East. A relief? No, but kidding aside, 2017 would have to be the most
memorable year in my Masonic journey. It was a humbling experience full of euphoria and anxiety that sometmes
adrenaline pumps so vigorously atacking my nervous system, dipping to worriment then spiking back to excitement.
Let alone the feeling when about to start to conduct a business meetng, donning that hat, the jewel and the gavel by
your side. I have learned so much from all these experiences. I'm forever grateful to everyone who have contributed or
impacted my journey. Allow me to express my utmost grattude to all of you, Your dedicaton and support are highly
valued and appreciated. With you, my Brothers ,we made this year possible. It's another year that guarantees our
Fraternity will thrive more.
     
 
                 The 2018 Ofcers are all geared up, declared profcient in every aspect, ritual wise. As we prepare ourselves
to face Year 2018, Let us contnue to support the upcoming leadership, so they may carry forward with the best of
their ability, the tenets of our Brotherhood. Let us strive to improve ourselves and contnue to support each other and
our community. Let us show to everyone that Masonry makes good men beter.

Happy Thanksgiving to All.

     
Upon the Square.

Armand Ballesil
Worshipful Master
Naval Lodge #87



From the Senior in the West From the Junior in the South
As the Sun at Meridian Height

 I’d like to congratulate the newly elected and appointed
officers of the Naval Lodge 87 for 2018 Masonic Year. I’d
like to take this opportunity to thank the brethren for
electing me as the Senior Warden of this Lodge. It is an
honor and a privilege to hold this prestige position and I am
committed to do what’s necessary to support this Lodge and
my brethren to improve the morale and cohesiveness of our
fraternity. 
 
          December is here and we should be enjoying the
Christmas Season which is now upon us. Let’s kick off the
month with our Christmas Party to be held during our
regular stated meeting. We will have our traditional ham in
the menu along with the sweet potato casserole and other
goodies to compliment the meal. Brother Guy Benjamin will
be the Chef and of course Mike Nesmith will be assisting
him. Like always, we appreciate the homemade pies and
cookies that our sisters normally bring to the table. I thank
you in advance.
          To my fellow officers of the Lodge, I highly
encourage everybody to make it to the rehearsal because the
sooner we received our certification the better it is for our
brethren to complete their conferral. We owe it to them to
put them on a solid schedule to complete their journey. It’s
really unfair that they waited this long and it’s up to us to
rectify our shortcoming. We can start the year with weekly
conferrals to complete the backlog.

          This year, we sailed some rough seas and now that the
water is calming down, let’s focus on what’s best for the
Lodge. We are part of an institution that is much bigger than
us and we should live by the obligations that we took and set
aside our personal agendas. I enjoy being part of this
brotherhood but I have to admit that it was very painful to
watch when conflicting ideas became too personal to some.
It does affect the lodge and it is my hope that we learned out
lessons from the past incidents and move forward with a
better understanding of the reasons why we joined this
fraternity.
          Again, Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year
to my brethren and family.

Fraternally and By The Plumb,
Manuel “Sam” Sarmiento
Junior Warden

    

THE SUN IS IN THE WEST 

We have had a great summer season
and now we are back at work with a full plate to
complete the year.  Most or all of us have experienced
a chance to do our work in all the advanced stations
and have done well.  With all our hard works, the three
pillars including the Senior Deacon Bro. “Doc” JJ, we
all finally got certified and passed our proficiency as
per our Inspector’s report.  So, we are now proficient in
our works and can be all installed in December.
Thanks God, for the strength to do all of these works; it
was a big order but it is behind me now.  Although
there were some rough and rugged road in between
but we are able to paved that road without hesitation.
Thank you very much to those Brethren who proposed
and acknowledged my call.  The Lodge needed you
and thank you for your admirable supports.  I don’t
need to mention your names but you knew who you
are. I remain . . . . .    

We still have more time or work to do,
that is to elect our Junior Warden, on our incoming
stated meeting by December.  Due to the family’s
commitment the elected Junior Warden decided to step
out of the line.  It is an honor to me to accept his
sincerity and honesty to the Brethren and to the Lodge.
 I commend you Bro. Billy.

As a lodge, we are flooded with lots of
works primarily doing degrees for the ensuing Masonic
year.  Honestly, I have a great hope that the officers of
our Lodge, will extend their patience and cable tow in
regards to what I am referring to. I have a great hope
also to see many of you in our Lodge to please give us
your kind and considerable support.  It is for this
reason that I have nothing but admiration and high
esteem for kind hearted brethren like “YOU” who
shared precious time and effort to save the under
privileged members of our society. I hope you had a
wonderful Thanksgiving Week with your families !!!!! 

Fraternally,
Rollie Q. Caabay
Senior Warden 



Twenty-four Inch Gauge
The following brethren have been reported to be incapacitated.

Please let them know that you are thinking of them.

   Peter Axtman          
Brad Larson             
Russell Parker-Taft  

December Anniversaries    
  Brother

Balot 43
Hazlak 40
Hems 24
Kasier 74
Robison 59
Van Schaack 45
Webber 66

William A. Pratt
Gus Quezon
Rey Santiago            

Horia Tanasescu
Fabian Giatti 

December Birthdays 
Brother

Campbell 01
Craft 02
Monzon 02
Stauch 05
Dominguez 13
Garvin 19
Rogers 20
Knott 27
Miller 28
Saunders 31
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